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Announcementshalf of 2013 and the Council will present its recommenda-
tion for Editor-elect to the membership for their consider-
ation at the 2014 Executive session. All Active and Senior
Members are strongly encouraged to consider pursuing
this important position. Interested applicants should contact
Ryan Walther at the editorial offices of the Journal at (978)
927-8330 or rwalther@aats.org for position description and
application information.AATS/ACCF Heart Valve Summit 2013:
Medical, Surgical, and Interventional Decision
Making
September 26-28, 2013
Chicago Marriott Downtown Magnificent Mile
Chicago, IL, USA
Sessions Include:
Basics of Aortic Stenosis
New Treatment Approaches
Tough Issues in AS Management
The Intermediate (and Low-Risk) Patient
Mitral Regurgitation: Anatomy, Imaging, Decision Making
Mitral Valve Regurgitation in Heart Failure
Complications Associated With Mitral Valve Disease:
Real Cases
HOCM and Mitral Regurgitation
Tricuspid Valve Disease
Failed Mitral Valve Surgery
Valvular Heart Disease: The Future
Management Challenges in Valve Disease
Honored Lecturers:
Tirone E. David, MD, FRCS, ‘‘Reconstructive Valve
Surgery—A Career of Learning’’The Journal of Thoracic and CaRick Nishimura, MD, FACC, ‘‘Challenges in Guidelines
Development for Valvular Heart Disease’’
View the Full Program, Register, and Reserve Housing
at www.aats.org/valveAATS Focus on Thoracic Surgery: Esophageal
Disease
November 15-16, 2013
Boston Marriott Copley Place
Boston, MA, USAAATS Awards Applications
Now Available at www.aats.org
AATS Critical Care Scholarship provides an opportunity
for cardiothoracic surgery residents to attend the 2013 CVT
Critical Care conference on October 10-12, 2013, in Wash-
ington, DC Residents must be attending an ACGME accredited
cardiothoracic surgical training program in the United
States or RCPSC accredited cardiothoracic surgical
residency program in Canada.
 The AATS will provide a stipend of $500 to the resi-
dent’s institution to help offset the cost of travel and
hotel accommodations.
 Recipients will received complimentary registration to
the Critical Care Conference.
 Participation is limited to one resident per institution
and up to 75 recipients will be selected for this award
on a first come first served basis.
Deadline: August 30, 2013The Western Thoracic Surgical
Association
Applications for Membership
The WTSA is now accepting Applications for Membership
online for Active as well as Candidate membership status.
Visit the WTSA Web site at www.westernthoracic.org to
read the complete membership eligibility requirements and
to initiate an online application.Active Member
$325.00 annually, plus $50.00 initiation feeApplicant must meet all membership criteria, including but
not limited to:
 Reside within or have completed a cardiothoracic res-
idency training program within the geographic limits
of the Association.
 Have been engaged in the practice of thoracic and car-
diovascular surgery for at least three years following
completion of postgraduate training. If a candidate
completed his/her thoracic surgical residency in an in-
stitution within the geographic limits of the Associa-
tion, such completion may count toward one of the
three years of practice.
 Have a full and unrestricted license to practice medi-
cine in his or her respective state or province, andrdiovascular Surgery c Volume 146, Number 1 247
